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1 Introduction  
The iSQAPER website (www.iSQAPER-project.eu) is an important medium to distribute 
general information about the project to the world as well as specific information to the 
project partners. The website can be accessed by everybody, however specific information is 
only accessible for project partners and can only be viewed as a registered user. Every 
project partner has been provided with a username and password  in order to get access to 
special parts of the website. 

For the main public the website is meant as a source of information for project aims, giving 
an overview how these aims can be realized. News items will be regularly posted on the 
website to keep the main public and project partners updated about important issues within 
the project. Because of the intensive cooperation between European and Chinese partners, 
the website is partly bilingual: English and Chinese.  

As the website is dynamic not all features can and will be discussed in this document. It 
merely gives a short overview of the possibilities Another website meant for knowledge 
dissemination will be developed. A permanent link to this dissemination website will be 
available on the website 

 

Figure 1. Homepage of the iSQAPER website. 
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2 The functionality of the iSQAPER website  
Different features have been developed in the iSQAPER website, giving it its basic 
functionality. As, the website is dynamic as a whole, the features of the iSQAPER website can 
always be extended or adapted. At present, the main menu is situated at the top of the 
website in a horizontal bar. At the right side of the website features are available giving the 
user possibilities to 1) choose the desired language (English or Chinese), 2) jump to the 
iSQAPER information system website 3) login into the website as a registered user and 4) to 
see how many guests or partners visited the website during the present month and from 
where they came. Also a statement can be found from which this project received funding. 
Once a project partner logs into the website, a special partner menu will become visible 
which will give extra functionality to the website user. Figure 1 gives an overview of the 
homepage of the website.  

2.1 Main menu 
The main menu can be found at the top of the webpage just below the web header. It 
consists of a set of 8 items Each item can contain several sub-items. A graphical 
representation of the menu structure with its first level of drop down items is pictured in 
figure 2. 

 

Figure 2. Menu structure with the first level of drop down items. 

 

2.1.1 Home 
The homepage of the website starts with a short overview of the main aims of 
the project. Subsequently the three most recent featured articles are shown 
while some older ones can be cycled through by clicking on the article title or the next 
page button. If the text section within an article becomes too long, a ‘read more’ 
button is provided and an additional page is added. 
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2.1.2 News 
The “News” menu item on the website displays a list of all actual and historic news items in a 
chronological order. In general, the news items contains information about the 
developments within the project, but can also highlight important local or global events. All 
news items in this list are accessible by clicking the title. 

 

2.1.3 Project information 
The “Project Information” menu item has a first level with the following drop down items; 

• Project partners 
• Case studies 
• Work packages 
• Project deliverables 
• Project milestones 
• Funding 

2.1.3.1 Project partners 
This page gives an overview of all partners involved 
in the iSQAPER project. Besides it contains 
information about work package leaders and case 
study leaders (figure 3a). Partners have been 
offered possibilities to introduce themselves and 
their institutes, universities or companies by clicking 
on the participant name. An example of an 
introduction page is given in figure 3b.  

 

Figure 3. List with participants (a) and participant description (b) 

  



10 
 

2.1.3.2 Case studies 
The Case studies menu item will show a map with all the 14 case studies. Ten case studies (1-
10) are situated in Europe and 4 in China (11-14). The case studies on the map are clickable, 
after which a description of the appropriate case study will be shown in a popup window. 
Figure 4 shows the description of case study in Portugal (case study 3). 

 

Figure 4. Map with clickable iSQAPER case studies (left side) and a description of case tudy 
from Portugal (right side). 

Figure 5. Interrelationship of the iSQAPER work packages. Short descriptions of each work 
WP are available by clicking on it. 
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2.1.3.3 Work packages 
The Work packages menu item shows a picture with all the work packages and how they are 
to be carried out in time and how they are related to each other. More information about a 
certain work package can be obtained by clicking on it. Figure 5 shows all the work packages 
and figure 6 the description of WP2 after clicking on it. 

Figure 6. Short description of work package 2 as it appears on the website after it has been 
clicked through figure 5 

 

Figure 7 Part of the table with project deliverables. 
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2.1.3.4 Project deliverables 
This menu item will show a table what has to be delivered through project results. The table 
is built up in a chronological order. First deliverables should be available in 2015 and the last 
ones in 2020. The table makes also clear from which work package the deliverable is a result 
and which participant has the lead in it. Once the deliverable is available, it can be 
downloaded from the website by clicking on it. It depends on the nature of the deliverable if 
it will be available for public or participants only. If the deliverable is only meant for 
participants, the user needs to be logged in. Figure 7 shows a part of the deliverable table. 

 

2.1.3.5 Project milestones 
The “project milestones” menu item will show a table with milestones together with the 
time they are planned to be available. The table is built up in a chronological order. First 
milestones should be available in 2015 and the last ones in 2018. The table makes also clear 
to which work package the milestone is related. Once a milestone is available, it can be 
downloaded from the website by clicking on it. It depends on the nature of the milestone if it 
will be available for public or participants only. If the milestone is only meant for 
participants, the user needs to be logged in. Figure 8 shows a part of the milestones table. 

Figure 8 Part of the table with milestones of the project. 

 

2.1.3.6 Funding 
The “Funding” menu item gives an overview of the funding agencies of this project. These 
agencies have also a prominent place in the right margin of the project website (figure 1)  
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2.1.3.7 Disclaimer 
The disclaimer menu item is a statement about the rights and responsibilities regarding all 
partners, project results, owner ships etc. 

2.1.4 Project activities 
The menu item entitled “Project activities” gives an overview of meetings, workshops, 
webinar’s etc. organized by project partners or organized for project partners. The activities 
are stored in a table and ordered in a chronological way. Furthermore, links to materials 
regarding the events can also be found. These links mostly refer to download areas for 
presentations, posters, case studies and photos, but can also help participants to redirect 
them to register modules for meetings and other things like that. To get access to the 
materials depends on the nature of it. Some materials are accessible for the main public, but 
others might be restricted to registered users only. Figure 9 is an example of the table with 
activities. 

Figure 9. Activity table with links to supplementary materials  

 

2.1.5 Downloads 
When clicking the Download menu item the visitor will be lead to the public download area. 
This download area is accessible for the main public. At present leaflets in 14 different 
languages are available. These leaflets give an overview of the project aims and how these 
aims can be achieved. Furthermore factsheets are available about students involved in the 
project. The download area can be extended with other information when necessarily. 
Figure 10 shows the download area for the leaflets. 

 

2.1.6 Contact 
The website visitor will be lead to an overview of all the work package leaders and their 
deputies after clicking the contact menu item. The visitor has also the possibility to choose 
another contact group by clicking an item from the drop down menu. The other available 
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contact groups are the study site leaders and the project management team. The user can 
easily switch between contact groups by clicking on the tab sheets located at top of the 
contact information. Figure 11 gives an overview of the first part of the work package 
leaders. 

Figure 10. Download area with leaflets in different languages. 

 

2.1.7 Links 
The links menu item contains references to other websites with related information about 
soil quality.  
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Figure 11. Contact information about the work package leaders and their deputies. 

 

2.1.8 Search 
The Search facility enables a user to locate specific information on the website. After a 
search has been done using a number of keywords, a certain data filter can be applied to 
filter out unwanted sections of the website. This often obtains faster and more accurate 
search results. 

 

2.2 Features at the right side of the website 

2.2.1 Choose language 
The project is a cooperation between Chinese and European partners. Because of this it has 
been decided to make the website bilingual. On the right side of the website the visitor can 
choose between the languages Chinese or English by clicking the corresponding flag. The 
website will then switch to the associated webpage in the chosen language. (Fig. 12) 
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2.2.2 iSQAPER information system 
Below the feature for choosing the desired language 
there is a logo with a link to the iSQAPER Information 
System. By clicking this logo, the user will be guided to 
the appropriate website. This website is meant for the 
dissemination of project results. (Fig. 12) 

 

2.2.3 User login 
All people involved in the project have their own 
unique username and password in order to get access 
to special parts of the website. By logging into the 
website, project partners have access to information 
meant for those who are involved in the project (Fig. 
12). After a login has been established a Partner Menu 
will become visible to guide the user through the 
shielded part of the website (Fig. 13). 

 

2.2.4 Website visitors 
Statistics about the audience of the iSQAPER website 
are available by clicking on the world map located on 
the right side of the website. Cluster maps are 
available with information about the locations of the 
website visitors during certain periods (Fig. 12). 

 

2.2.5  Project funding 
The project is funded by a) the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 Programme for research and 
innovation, b) Chinese Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences, c) the Chinese Academy of Sciences and d) 
the Swiss State Secretariat for Education, Research 
and Innovation. A statement about funding has got a 
prominent place on the web site (Fig 12). 

  

Figure 12. iSQAPER features situated 
at the right side of the website 

2.3 Partner Menu 
After logging into the website, the project partner will have extra website navigation 
possibilities by means of a partner menu. This menu is designed for project partners only 
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and offers access to documents and presentations and other 
information. Figure 13 gives an overview of the menu items of 
the partner menu. The menu can be adapted to future needs. 

 

 

 Figure 13. The Partner Menu 

 

2.3.1 Your details 
This item gives an overview about the profile data of the user. The user has the possibility to 
adapt data regarding Name, Password and Email address.  

 

2.3.2 Partner downloads 
This item is divided into some subcategories and it gives the user the opportunity to 
download information. The information to be downloaded is categorized into plenary 
meetings, workshops and templates and logos. Also documents regarding project 
management or reporting can be hosted here. 

 

2.3.3 Event registration 
Ones an events is organized and open for registration, the user can register to the desired 
event by choosing this menu item. All plenary meetings will be announced as an event and 
partners will have possibilities to register for these events. 

 

2.4 Bottom menu 
The menu at the bottom of the website contains two items: 1) a copyright and disclaimer 
statement and 2) A link to the information system website of iSQAPER 
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